[Basic fibroblast growth factor in leiomyoma].
Fibroblast growth factor (FGF) is a potent stimulator of collagen and glycosaminoglycan biosynthesis and may play an important role in extracellular matrix (ECM) remodelling. Heparin sulphate was shown to be the major proteoglycan molecule in ECM of leiomyoma. It shows ability to bind some growth factors, including FGF. It was decided to evaluate bFGF presence and binding in leiomyoma tissues. Our results show that bFGF binds to the leiomyoma components of different molecular mass. Most of bFGF was identified in large leiomyoma. We suggest that the level of bFGF in leiomyoma tissue may reflect the intensity of tumour growth.